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Rantum Scantum, Xc. 


YT ear NTUM SCANTUM 
5 = 70 may appear rather too droll a 
2 Title, for ſo learned and inge- 
K nious a Tract, as this is defign'd 
tobe: As to the Meaning and 
Derivation of the Word, I muſt beg Leave to 
refer the Reader to that Oracle of polite Lite- 
rature, Signor Mobbozo, Profeſſor in the 
Univerfity of Santo Gileſio, ( Anglice St. 
Grles's,) who has moſt luculently t forth 
and explained the ſame in his famous Dicti- 
onary, degli Volgariſmi, which is at preſent 
in great Vogue and Eſteem at Court: I ſhall 
confine myſelf then to obſerve that the Ran- 
. fum-Scantum Stile has been for a long Time 
in full Poſſeſſion of the Admiration and 
Countenance of all Europe; and particularly 
favoured by it's preſent Set of Great Men. 
A 2 The 
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The Chevalier Michae! de Montaigne was 
the firſt who introduced it with any Succeſs 
into France; and there have not been want- 
ing Proficients in it, in this bleſſed Iſland; 
but none have brought it to that Degree of 
Bathos, as that Pink of modeſt Aſſurance, the 
Orator of Clare Market, of which we ſee 
almoſt daily ſuch curious Specimens, in his 
Rantum-Scantum Advertiſements; and if we 
may be permitted to quote Female Authors 
on this Occaſion, I know none who has uſed 
at, with a Dignity more approaching to that 
of the Orator, than the Illuſtrious Honorid 
3 Chriſtiana Maria Mackrel, one 
of the Ladies of the Britiſh Fiſhery, who has 
been for many Years Miſtreſs of the Aca- 
demy at Billinſgate; and who has always ta- 
ken Care to train up all the Young Ladies, her 
Pupils, in the ſame. But now to my Purpoſe, 


I wonder what the Devil is the Meaning 
of all the downcaſt, careful, ſolemn Viſages, 
I meet with at this Juncture; as if Popery, 
Slavery, and Wooden Shoes, were to be ſlipt 
upon us in ſpite of our Teeth: I ſay, he is a 
Papiſt and a Facobite, who but = the 
| Potibility of ſuch a Thing, Are Engliſhmen 
grown ſuch Fools, Ideots, and Cowards, as to 
give Room for ſuch a ſcandalous Suppoſition ? 
I tell ye, good Folks, ye do this ridiculous 
Commotion too much Honour to call it 
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even an Alarm! The Thing deſerves to be 
heartily ridiculed, and that alone ought 
to expreſs your Scorn of it: Deteſtation and 
Abhorrence ſound too dangerous for the Oc» 
caſion, and expreſs too ſtrongly, what ought 
only to be an Idea of ſovereign Contempt. 
I would-not have it ſo much as whiſpered in 
Edinburgh, that there is one Diverſion or 
Entertainment the leſs in London, for any 
Stir made about her Mock-Monarch : Tell it 
not in the Scotch Lowlands, . publiſh it not 
in their Highlands, that a Band of Out-Laws, 
Traytors and Deſperadoes, had it any way in 
their Power to ſpoil our Sport in the leaſt, or 
that any Influence from them could reach 
this renown'd Capital, this Seat of Empire, 
unleſs it be in due Time for ſome of their 
Heads to give it's Mob a Holiday, 


It is entirely in this Spirit that the Public 
is bound, in Honour to itſelf, and in a brave 
and juſt Defiance of /uch Enemies, to ap- 
prove and encourage Diverſions ; and as the 
inegnious Author of Mujic in good Time ſays, 
every Place ſhould contribute to make as much 
Paſtime as ever they can: Therefore I wiſh 
G—rr—k, and Mrs. C- r be not pri- 
vately in the Intereſt of the Pretender, by re- 
fuſing their Aſſiſtance to keep up our Spirits, 
on the Stage at this Time, I own, they-bave 
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Neither of them yet been ſufficiently reward- 


ed, not by ſome Hundreds a Year, for their 
great Merit; but conſidering the great Diſtreſs 
of their Country, they might, one ſhould 
think, be contented to lower their Prices at 


| preſent, for the Public Goodz and when 


Times are ſomewhat ſettled, and Affairs ate 
in a better Poſture in the North, I will an- 
ſwer for it, ſo ſeaſonable a Piece of Service 
will meet with its proper Remuneration; (that's 

a pretty Word I borrow from an eminent 
Alderman i in the City.) And if theſe two im- 
portant Perſons will not liſten to the united 
Cries of the Nation, they muſt themſelves be 
as great Sufferers as any, In the firſt Place, 
Mr.G Es Commiſſion, appointing him 


Lieutenant General of the Drury-Lane For- 


ces, which lies unſigned in the Office, if he 
does not ſhortly accept it, will be fill'd up by 


Tom Charte, or Mr. mne And as 


there are no Oratorioes, for Mrs. C-b—r 
to ſhew her Parts and her Diamonds in, if 


ſhe comes not ſpeedily into Terms with the 


Maſter of one of the Houſes, ſhe muſt be re- 


duced to ſing with the two Mifs Turners at 
the Mourning Buſh. 


As to Mrs. Cl;ve's not condeſcending yet 
to comply with the earneſt Sollicitations of 
the Town, we are not at all ſurprized, after 
p their 


and being ſo inſenſible of her very ſtrongeſt 
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their rejecting ſo ſtupidly her beſt Endeavours; 


Attempt, to pleaſe them in the burleſque 
Way: The Girl, who has infinite Humour, 
knew that her appearing in the Character of 
Lady Townly, muſt go beyond any thing ſhe 
ever did before; that her Part of Miſs Heyden, 
Miſs Prue, Miſs Lucy, or even Nell itſelf, 


would be nothing to it, for high Mirth and 


Laughter; yet the ungrateful, the dull, the 
barbarous Town had the Folly; nay the Im- 
pudence to hiſs her, which brought ſo much 
Diſgrace upon them, that nothing can wipe 
off, but their acknowledging their Ignorance, 
and earneſtly requeſting her to ſhew herſelf in 
the ſame humorous Light once more: And 
as Mr. Q has not been pleaſed to fulfil his 
Promiſe of playing the Part of Deſdemona, he 
might. make ample Amends for this Breach 
of his Word, if he would the ſame Night 
appear in the Character of Miſs Jenny; and 
then every Body muft own that two of the 
Parts, in that celebrated Piece, are caſt with 
equal Advantage and Propriety, and that ao- 
thing could be wanting to 8 it, dut to 

to re- 


perfotm the Part of 


intreat the folemn Mr. Sh—p— 
turn to the Theatre, and 
Lord Touniy. 
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+» Whilſt it comes in my Head, the wiſe 
Managers of the Play-Houſe muſt give me 
Leave to aſk chem, why pretty Sib, the inno- 
cent Miſs e is excluded their Houſe, 


and laid by like an old Garment, when the 
| whole Town knows ſhe's little the worſe 


for Wearing? Or is the learned Virtuoſo Doce 
tor reſolved to keep her wholly to himſelf, 
locked up in a Box merely to be gazed at, 
unleſs when ſhe is ſometimes: expoſed to 
Public View in his Gingerbread Waggon ? 
Such a Puppet may indeed be of as much Uſe 
in Phyſic, as his Brother Anodyne's Doll, in 
Long- Acre, his Couſin Tittidols Hat and 
Feather, or the great Doctor Rock's gilt Chaiſe. 
It: he cannot diſpoſe of his Packets, with- 
out this Aſſiſtance, then indeed we muſt de- 
ſpair of ſeeing her on the Stage, and leave her 


to be folaced: n the . of Platonic 
Lats. ety | 


Abd now I am in the 8 to aſk 
Quieſtions, Where is the Loyalty of your Free- 
Maſons, and your Scald-Miſerables? What, 
no Aſſociation entered into by thoſe two 
formidable Bodies ! Shall they be reproached 
with Diſaffection by the Clerks and Book-: 
keepers, by the Ubiquarians, the 'Gormogans, 
the * and even by the Players, 
2 Mi whoſe 
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whoſe Regimentals are now actually beſpoke. 
The Poets are not to be rank'd with theſe, for 
they have moſt loyally drawn up an Aſſo- 
ciation, which I have, by the Help of my 
Friend Crambo, obtained a Copy of, for the 


Peruſal of the gentle Reader, and is as follows, 


oth rarer 11 Ts Tur 
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T H E 
POETS ASSOCIATION. 


HEREAS a moſt wicked and 

unnatural Rebellion, is actually be- 
gun and carried on by many Traiterous Per- 
ſons in Favour of a Popiſb Pretender, ſupported 
by the inveterate Enemies of our Country, in 
order to ſubvert our preſent happy Conſti- 
tution in Church, State, and Theatre, and to 
introduce and eſtabliſh Popery, and Arbitrary 
Power, with French Harlequins, and Talian 
Singers, always Foes to the Britiſb Muſes. 


We therefore the Poets of Loom, Dra- 
matic, Heroic, and Lyric ; Makers of Plays, 
Tragedies, Comedies, Paſtorals, Opera's ; 
Turners of Odes, Spinners of Epigrams, 
Weavers of Poſies for Knives, Rings, Seals, 
Sc. Frame-Work Knitters of the Bellman's- 
Verſes, Embroiderers of Epithalamiums, 
Hammerers of Elegies, Carvers of Funereal 
Monuments; with our faithful Brethren, the 
Weekly Journaliſts and Haberdaſhers of the 


Belles-Lettres of all Kinds; and others the 
Inhabitants, 
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Inhabitants of Grub-Strect, the Aerial Te- 
nants of Moumt- Parnaſſus, Sojourners and 
Lodgers at the Sign of the Pegaſus, Dabblers 
in Helicon, Sippers of Hippocrene, Running 
Mercuries, Stitchers of Pamphlets, Hawkers 
of freſh Advices, Bloody Murders, &c. whoſe 
Names are hereunto ſubſcribed ; being filled 
with a juſt Deteſtation and Abhorence, of this 
daring and execrable Attempt; and hoping 
to encourage others by our Example, in the 
warmeſt and moſt hearty Oppoſition thereto, 
do hereby faithfully engage and promiſe, that 
we will, to the utmoſt of our Power, ſtand 
by and ſupport each other in Defence of our 
preſent happy Conſtitution, and of allthe Rights 
and Immunities of the Theatres, Gardens and 
Mufic- Houſes, where our Works are per- 
formed, And we likewiſe bind ourſelves by 
theſe Preſents, not to draw any Money out 
of the Bank of England, and to receive Bank 
Bills willingly, for any of our Merchandizes 
and Wares, Bloody Murders excepted, which 
are always to be diſpoſed of for the Ready Pen- 
ny. We do likewiſe promiſe to draw our 
very ſharpeſt Pens againſt the Enemy, and to 
deſtroy and run him down, to the beſt of 
our Power, both in Proſe and Rhime, to let 
fly at him, in Hudibraſtic, Miltonic and 
Hurlothrumbic ;' to be-Ode him, be-Song 
him, be-Punn him, and diſcharge our Blun- 

(AO derbuſſes, 
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derbuſſes at him, of which the Number is 
almoſt equal to the Number of Members in 
our Society. 


It wonld be a great Indignity to our Pro- 
feſſion, if the Reptile Players, who are but 
the mean Repeaters of our Words, ſhould, by 
entering into an Aſſociation, be able to ſhew 
their Love of their Country, their Loyalty to 
their King, their Reverence for the Church, 
and we, who in all Ages have been eſteem'd 
their Maſters and Inſtructors, ſhould not with 
one Conſent, by ſome Public Act, make it 
appear that we are as great Patriots, as loyal 
Subjects, and as good Church Men as thoſe 
our humble Vaſſals, „ $$ #* % 


Here followed ſome Reflections upon * 
Talian Opera, which I don't care to mention, 
having always had a mighty Gufto for thoſe 


, Entertainments, and hope they will meet 


with a due Encouragement at this Time, 
Monticelli, Virtuoſo in Ordinary to the preſent 
Empreſs, is now returned, ſafe to our open 


Arms, and I dare ſay with good Hints of Im- 


provement, from the celebrated Metaſtaſia, 
Poet Laureat to that great Princeſs, who if 
not equal to our Laureat in compoſing of 
Odes, is Maſter of what ſome People like 
almoſt as well, I mean good Senſe and Har- 
mony 


, 
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mony of Numbers: And (Thanks to the In- 
duſtry of a Nobleman of great Taſte!) we 
have now a Set of fine Singers and Muſicians, 
waiting the Call of the Town, to entertain it. 


Then let the half-witted and half. wiſe, the 
void of Taſte, and the Dealers in Snarl, ſtrain 
their ſtupid undiſtinguiſhing Malice, in de- 
claiming againſt this innocent and noble 
Amuſement: Let them rail on to the Edifi- 
cation of their ſilly Hearers, and take for their 
Text, the Times, the grievous Times; that is 


anſwered already, no Time properer than the 


preſent to ſhew the World, how little we are 
moved at all this Fracas in the North, about 
a Rebel-Rout led on to a certain Sacrifice, 


Then as to the Taſte and Excellence of the 
Entertainment, let both the Play-Houſes bear 
witneſs, and I do not much care if their 
Tyrants R-—þ, and L——y, with his In- 
cognito Aſſociate, thoſe worthy Surintendants 
of the Pleaſures of the Town, ſhould be ex- 
amined upon Oath, how ill they have ſucceed- 
ed in their wretched Attempts, to burleſque 
and run down Talian Muſic ; yet when was 
Beard and Clive more endured, than when 
they neareſt approached the Graces and 
Stile they were ſtupidly deſign'd to ridi- 
cule, as if Excellence was ſuſceptible of it: 

Or 
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Or ſhall we, on ſuch ſerene Deciſions, prefer 
Arne and Lampe, to Leo, Haſſe, &c. or the 
Laſs on the Brow of the Hill, toDirti ben mie. 


However, as great an Admirer as I am of 
. Muſic, I hope to ſee their nonſenſical Paſ- 
ficcios, or ſuch Operas as Nolli's, proſcribed 
and baniſhed our Stage, eſpecially as there are 
Pieces enough to be ſubſtituted of the celebrated 
Metaſtaſio, who has more Nature and Senſe 
than Racine or Corneille, and whoſe delicate 
Compoſitions, the greateſt Maſters make a 
Point of Emulation to ſet to Muſic : Such is 
the Beauty and Grace of the Language, that 
it giveseven Life and Spirit to the Compoſure; 
and here, indeed, it may be ſaid with Juſtice, 
what Tickell ſaid of Addiſon's Roſamond : 
And Mufic borrows Helps, it ul d to give. 

Example: La Clemenzo di Tito, and indeed 
moſt of the Operas of that great Genius, that 
are crowded as much on the Account of their 
Wit as their Sound; which he hag proved not 
to be incompatible, as that execrable Stuff 
which uſed to be the Subject of our favourite 
Airs, gave too much Reaſon to believe. 


We want indeed one incomparable Perfor- 
mer to make this Diverſion the Object of 
Envy to all Europe, and that is 7 3 

* 1 | oor 
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Poor Forinells ! (the God of Muſic, as the 
Talians call him) how dearly does he pay for 
that extraordinary Endowment of Voice, (be- 
ſides the Prime Coſt of his Virility,) in the 
total Loſs of his Liberty; for no Prifoner on 
his Parole was ever tied up ſtricter to Refidence 
than he is to that grave formal Court, where 
he is indeed in Higb- Keeping, for no other 
End, than to ſooth the Melancholy of a Brain» 
fic Bigot, ſo as to charm away the gloomy 
Spirit that tempts him, at Times, to play the 
Fool again, and retire from the World ; 
which would be no ſmall Break-Neck to the 
Parmeſan's ambitious Schemes, in favour of 
her Brats, — Patinho for that. | 


Farinelli is, ſtrictly ſpeaking, then a Priſo- 
ner of State, and like the Nightingale owes 
his being encaged to his Voice: But, alas! 
what avail the Golden Wires, the Frough 
with Victuals, without dear precious Liberty; 
which thou, Prince of Warblers! art depriv'd 
of?  Confidering then the Pleaſure, or rather 
Raptures, he has given the firſt Perſonages in 
the State, and what may be expected on his 
Return to this longing Country, I hope it 
will be made a Preliminary, fine qua non, in 
the next Treaty of Peace between the two 
Crowns, that that Divinity ſhall be reſtored, and 
England once more enjoy it's Charmer, Let 

— 


8 
n 


yer * — — 
5 2 K N 


"Fee 
Pra 


= 
. 


by tes 
_- 


rr 
„ +, „ vt 


7 r 7 * ; N = — 
. , E . * — 


= — 9898 ——— _ 
—ͤ oe A a 
* 


1261 


« the Spaniards take Portmabon, Gibraltar: 


„ and all our Ships if they pleaſe ; but do not 
« let them keep Farinelli. So, ſays Lady R. 
Not fo, the more ſolid Lady Strappington; 
who wonders what there can be in theſe naſty 
Fellows, that are hired at ſuch large Salaries, 
when ſhe is ſure ſhe can get much better 
Performers at four Shillings a Week, out of 


the Foot-Guards : As for her Part, this Right 


honourable Bunter has more Taſte for the 
Tune of Tick/e-me-Tom, than all the Patetico 
of Italian Airs and Recitative ; but indeed 
her Ladyſhip's quickeſt Senſe is not that of 


Hearing, | 


Now for the Joke's Sake, let us make a 


"Tranſition to that Prodigy of our Days, the 
Founder of the H Sect: What 
will the Butchers Wives ſay over their Gin ; 


what his devout and worthy Followers, when 


they ſhall hear, (as I have undoubted Aſſu- 
Trance of it,) that this great Divine, this Terror 


and Sweep-ſtakes of Church-Maintenance, 
is actually a hidden Papiſt, and keeps a Cor- 


reſpondence with old Lamberti the Biſhop of 
Rome; from whom he has a Diſpenſation to 
oppoſe the Gown as he does in his own Per- 


ſon, and to make a ſtanding Jeſt of the Na- 


tional Church! It is well known to Father 


Grahme, and I have ſeen it in an intercepted 
8 Letter 


„ „ 
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they were at the Venetian Ambaſſador's Entrys 
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Letter of his not yet publiſhed, that the 


Pope has appointed this great Man to ſucceed 


to the See of Canterbury, as ſoon as the Suc- 
ceſs of this Rebellion ſhall have vacated it; 
being a ſmall Reward for his Labours in the 
Cauſe of their Holy Church, by promoting 
Irreligion, and retailing Scoffs and Mocks 
at the Miniſters of the Eſtabliſhment, to all 


who would be Fools enough to give Sixpence 


to hear him, or could not well eſcape reading 
his Buffoon-Puffs. And ſuch is this Reverend 
Divine's Aſſurance of this Dignity, that he is 
actually preparing, not only fer the Solemni- 

of his own Inauguration, but to exert his 


Claim of Function at the Coronation of the 


Pretender : A Ceremony, which, for his Mo- 
deſty, he is undoubtedly the fitteſt Perſon in 
the three Kingdoms to aſſiſt at. Methinks I 
long to ſee him in his Archiepiſcopal Rebes, 
and his Paſtoral Crook, piſſing backwards, 
and eating his Words:—And indeed in fach 
a Change, as the Pretender's Succeſs would 
operate, ſtranger Things yet than that might 
come to paſs, in a Realm turn'd toply 
turvy. | 


Oh! what a glorious Circümſtance would 
it be, amongſt others in ſuch a Caſe, to have 
all the Windows in the Strand taken up as 


B to 
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to ſee a Proceſſion on Corpus Chriſti Day, of 


all their Holy Trumpery, and it's Eſcorts in 
that Solemnity ! | 


Firſt, march the motley Company of fat, 
foggy Friars, with their ſhav'd Crowns, and 
Cowls, bloated with ſpiritual Pride, and drip- 
ping with the Fat of the Land, theſe Vermin 
ever prey on, where they are ſuffered : Then 
ſee the whole taudry Proceſſion, cloſed at laſt 
with the God of this Univerſe, who made the 
Heaven, Earth, Sea, and all that therein is, 
ſpecifically encloſed between two Panes of 
Chriſtal, ſurrounded with Rays, perhaps of 
Gold and Diamonds: (Wonderful Magnifi- 
cence |) And this Compoſition of a Baker and 
a Prieſt every Hat muſt off to, every Knee 
muſt bow to, only under Pain of being 
roaſted alive in Smithſiela,. Nothing more: 
Dear gentle Religion! What Obſtinacy muſt 
there be in thoſe vile Heretics, that harden 
their Hearts againſt it! Broiling alive is even 
too good for their Bodies; and as to their 


Souls, every Body knows, they are well 
recommended, + — V9 


But now, ever gentle Reader, what do 
you think in good earneſt, of an orthodox 
Proteſtant Proceſſion, and Prayers for purg- 
ing and cleanſing this great Metropolis, of 
{OS l the 


1191 
the peſtiſerous A1Rs, which infect the ſereral 
Parts of it, and break out in various Symptome 
and Appearances ! 


In the City, for Example, the Quality-Air 
rages ſo peſtilently, that it has ſwept away 
whole Troops of good ſubſtantial Citizens; 
| ſome having removed to the other End of the 
Town, ſome broke, and others, their Houſes 
are inhabited with ſtrange Figures of Would- 
be-Counteſſes, and Mock- Nobility, who are 
at a monſtrous Expence, merely to prove to 
the World, what it knows well enough, that 
no Fortune can confer Grace or Diſtinction 
on the warmeſt Muck-Worm. Lady Frog, 
the rich Grocer's Wife, has ſet up a new 
. Poſt in her Family, and keeps a Groom of 
the Chambers; and Mrs. Clumperton, the 
Oilman's Dutcheſs, who vifits the Lady Frog, 
will ſoon copy this celebrated Copy ; being 
the firſt that imported into the City the 
Faſhjons of Drums, Racquets, and Routs, 
And in good Truth, ſhe is a very fine Lady : 
So ſays her intimate Friend, Mrs. Penelope 
Quiteright, who has only broke two Huſ- 
bands, = burleſquing that Character. 


At the other End of the Town, the Airs 
vary ad enfrutum. 


B 2 Some 
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Some are ruck with the Air of Dreſs, 


which betrays itſelf in odd, ſtrange Erup- 
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tions. Hence nothing is more common, than 
to meet with a pale, fallow, hatchet-fac'd 
Coxcomb of Quality, expoſing his nau- 
ſeous Perſon, in a Dreſs deteſtably gay, and 
provokingly rich, when you conſider the 
diſgraceful Figure it is meant to adorn, Yet, 
O Caſe of Pity! neither the Wretch's Glaſs, 
nor one true Friend, will acquaint him, how 
much he miſtakes the Road to Admiration; 
and I dare ſwear there will not be one Origi- 
nal the leſs, for this moving Picture. Nay, 
ſuch is the incurable Condition of this vile 
Air, that Wind and Weather permitting, 
I do not doubt but you may ſee the great 
Counteſs of Flantantribus, in the Mall, poi- 
ſoning the next fair Evening, by bringing 
Abroad her hideous Mountain of Deformity, 


lighted up with Jewels, and covered with all 


that can make her Hideouſneſs more glaring : 
Whilſt my Lady, the only ſatisfied Perſon 
with herſelf, and poſſeſſed with a ſerene Aſſu- 
rance, will waddle on, as if all was as it ſhould 
be. But, O, how her Ladyſhip would diſcount 
of her Pride, if the knew her magnificent 


Uglineſs was no better than a Foil to pretty 


? 
- 0 


Miſs——, her Toad-eater, whom ſhe takes © 
Abroad with her, merely for an inſulting 
Comparifon of Dreſs ; which, though only a 

. plain 
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plain Luteſtring, with clean Linnen, and an 
inimitable Bloom, eclipſe all the Glitter of 
her tawdry Tyrant! Ornaments, ſo miſplaced, 
now fail to rob the Ugly of the Chriſtian 

on, due to their Misfortune, But 
— juſteſt of Recipe's, That to be well. dreſt, ii 
to be properly dreſt, though ſign'd by all the 
greateſt Phyſicians of Manners, will never ob- 
tain in Practice. So leaving theſe Incurables 
to the Ridicule they ſo 71cb/y MY ; pro- 
ceed we to the Raking Air. 


This faſhionable: Diſtemper ſeizes chiefly 
the Young, among whom it makes a terrible 
Havock; but the Symptoms are not ſo loath- 
ſome, and unſightly, as when the Old are 
bit by it, who are then indeed pitiful Hoſ- 
pital Figures. This rank Air carries thoſe it 
acts upon to Taverns, where they purchaſe 
Head-achs at ſo much a Bottle; and to Bag- 
nios or Stews, where, as a Mad-Dog bites at 
every thing, they buy Repentance dear enough 
in all Conſcience. However, it is obſerved, 
that Phyſic and Salivations ſeldom fail of 
caring the infected Perſon, or at leaſt teach 
him to put Water into his Brandy. 


J am ſorry to ſay the Ladies, of the preſent 
virtuous Age, are not wholly unting'd with | 


this A Air; but J hope it is not quite ſo 
B 3 epidemical 
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epidemical amongſt them, as ſome of the 


Retailers of Town-Ancedotes would perſuade 
ns; though moſt certain]y there are amiable 
Creatures of that Sex, and of no mean Con- 
dition, who ſhall ſwear, fuddle, and He, with 
any Fellow of them all, 


But. of all Airs, commend me to that Air 
of Pride, ſo pregnant with ſheer Ridicule, 
which has got hold of ſome of our little great 
Men, who with no Worth of any fort on Earth, 
top Airs of Inſolence and Superiority to Per- 
ſons infinitely their Superiors, in point of per- 
ſonal Merit, the only Merit worth a Farthing, 


Theſe pleaſant Animals, the Creatures of an 
Accident of Birth, or perhaps of nothing better 
than Court-Favour, ſhall entrench their Great- 
neſs, and Importance in their own Houſes 
be as difficult of Acceſs, as if it was worth 
coming at them; and plant Porters at their 
Doors to deny them, to Nobody, for Nobody 
that knows them will go near them. It is 
this Air of Importance, which, by the bye, is 
an excellent Comedy, that breathes itſelf into 
ſome of our noble Infignificants, and Subal- 
terns, to Subalterns, to Miniſters, and Halt- 
Miniſters, and makes them affet the Men 
of Conſequence : Whilſt the Taylor, who 
makes their Cloaths, or the Shoe- maker, who 
ſhoes them, is not more obſcure, nor leſs 

| reſpectable 


. 
reſpectable, nor in a few Years their having 
ever exiſted will be more forgot, Such is the 
certain Inſignificance and Void of bare Alamade 
Greatneſs, without perſonal Merit, to give it 
Dignity and Conſiſtence. 


Their Condition puts me in Mind of a' Sort 
of a Spaniſh Reſident at the Hague, who had 
taken it into his Head, to be call'd His Excel- 
lency, though his Character did not amount 
to it, and the other Miniſters, in courſe, con- 
ſtantly refuſed it him: However, he obliged 
his own Domeſtics to uſe that Title when- 
ever they ſpoke to him; upon which one of 
them ſaid, merrily enough, Su Excellencia 
tiene ſu caſa por Priſion, His Excellency is un- 
der Confinement to his own Houſe, 


How many of our ſtrutting, ſwelling 
Nobles could I name, whoſe Greatneſs goes 
not one Inch beyond that Limit ; and who 
have yet the ridiculous Impudence to take 
State upon them, and look down, from an 
imaginary Eminence, on a World, of which 
they are the ſettled Contempt, or Neglect 


From this Foaliſb Air, it is natural enough 
to paſs to that fat, foggy, ſtupid Air, which 
ſeems now to overſpread the Nation, and veri- 
fy Pope's Prediction, by turning it to Dunce- 
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Land: It is now one of the great Airs in 
vogue, not only entirely to neglect Learning, 
but to ſpeak with Contempt and De riſion of 
Men of Letters. That Spirit which anima- 
ted the Aneeſtors of this degenerate Race, to 
patronize, and encourage Arts and Sciences, 
dies away apace, and gives way to an ignoble, 
ſordid, worthleſs Indifference to all that is 
great, and public ſpirited: Nothing is com- 
moner than to hear the paultry Triflers in 
high Life, talk of Authors in a Strain, that 
would even bring the Word Author into Di- 

race, if the Public could be ſo weak, and 
El ſo low, as to adopt Ideas of fo little Au- 
thority ; though, God knows, as the Proſpect 
threatens, the great Men, of the preſent Stan- 
dard of Greatneſs, may ſoon expect to ſee a 
Brood of ſuch Writers, as their cold and life- 
leſs Protection cannot fail of batching ; . When 
it will be pure to obſerve, that the Worth of 
the Patrons, and that of thoſe employed in 
celebrating their hero:c Excellencies, will have 
nothing to reproach one another; but creep 
together on all Fours. The bleſſed Age ! And 
Praiſe be to our Loks, not a very remote. 
one. 


Now, Ladies, a Word with you: I have it 
in Commiſſion from my worthy Friend, and 
very fine Man, Mr. Macnamarra, who has juſt 
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imported himſelf from Galway, a County 
famous for it's Breed of tall Fellows, and 
every thing in Proportion, to make the follow- 
ing Propoſals to you, for your own Sakes; 
and which I preſume you. will with great 
Alacrity come into: Since the Intent of it is, 
to give you a Chance for a Huſband, worth 
Sixty Thouſand Pounds, whilſt his comely 
Perſon ſhall be toſs'd; in, like Paper and Pack- 
thread. Herhaps the modeſteſt Scheme, that 
ever yet was offered from that Quarter, 


It is propoſed, then, that a Number of 
able-bodied, that is to ſay, viripotent Maids, 
and. Widows, ſhall be Subſcribers to a Lot- 
tery of Sixty Thouſand Tickets, at the Rate 
of twenty. Shillings per Ticket, all Blanks, 
except one Prize, to conſiſt of no leſs than 
that invaluable Individual, the Perſon of Mr. 
Macnamarra, with his whole Equipage of 
bodily Perfections, and the Fortune accruing 
to him, from the filling this Subſcription. 
And IL. would adviſe the Ladies, and Gentle- 
women who are qualified for ſubſeribing, to 
ſend in their Names and Caſh, with all poſ- 
fible Diſpatch, for fear the Subſcription ſhould 
be cloſed, and they come too late: For it is 
proba ble, that the Crowd of Candidates will 
be. ſo great, as to much over-fill-it ; one Lady 
of Quality, having already beſpoke a large 


Number 
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Number of Tickets: For really, as her Lady- 
ſhip obſerves, what with the filthy Wars, 
and the ſtrange Condition of Batchelorſhip, 
now ſo much the Faſhion, there is no getting 
a Man; the Market hardens fo, as they fay 
in the North: Now, Ladies, then is your 
Time or never; and I am impowered to aſſure 
you, that the Caſe of this Lottery is clearly 
free and unliable to any Prohibition expreſſed 
in the Act of Parliament againſt Lotteries; 
and the Prize in Queſtion will be enſured to 
the fortunate Perſon it may fall to: So that 
now no old Maid need totally deſpair of 
getting rid of that deteſtable Incumbrance, 
which at preſent is, I am afraid, the Caſe of 
ſeveral Virgins, who, without ſuch a Chance, 
might give up the leaſt Hope of a Huſband for 
ever, and for aye! Note, Books are opened 
at the Gentleman's Lodgings, at the Sign of 
the May-Pole, in Long - Acre. | 


_ Here follows the Hiſtory of a new-faſhi. 
oned Martyr, who has been obliged, rather- 
than facrifice her Religion to a Proteſtant 
Biſhop, to fly from her Houſe, and take Shel- 
ter in a more unchriſtian Pariſh, 


Lady -— had long enjoy'd without Mo- 
leſtation, the Privilege of a Conventicle at her 
Houſe, on Sunday Evenings, where _— 
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liteſt Company was invited by Beat of Drum, 
to come and their Devotions, which 
they accordingly folemnized with great Fer- 
vour ; the Lady herſelf being Chief-Prieſteſs, 
and the Book of Prayer, being that which by 
the Vulgar only is afſign'd to a Being, which, 
in this courtly delicate Age, I will not pre- 
ſame to name: However, one of your un- 
couth ſtrange Biſhops of the old Rock, in 
whoſe Pariſh this fair Sectary lived, taking 
Exception at this edifying Meeting, and de- 
termining to put a Stop to it, waited on the 
Lady, one Sunday Evening, who was not a 
little ſurprized at ſuch a Viſit, Her firſt 
Thought indeed was, that he was come over 
to her Religion, and ſhe was juſt going to 
| order the Altar to be ſet, the Candles lighted, 
and the Manuals of Devotion to be brought 
out: However, a certain Air of Gravity, 
which the Biſhop wore, check'd this Fancy, 
and ſhe aſked him to fit down, and the Con- 
verſation turn'd upon moderate and ſerious 
Subjects; when preſently the viſiting Peels 
began, and the uſual Congregation was now 
met and formed, when nothing was want- 
ing to proceed to their Forms of Worſhip, 
but his good Lordſhip's Abſence; which the 
whole Company endeavoured to haſten, by 
ſignificant Queſtions about the Hour, Yawns, 
and other Marks of Impatience. But the 
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Bifhop kept his Poſt with great Coolneſs and 
Longanimity; till at length all of them, tired 
out with waiting, ſeeing no End of fo ſtrange 
a Viſit, that had ſet them all a ſtaring, and 
heartily fretting, away they went, and left 
her Ladyſhip and the Biſhop together, who 
then got up, and with great Gravity, faid, 
„ Madam, you may perhaps be ſurprized at 
* the Length of this Viſit, but the Motive of 
« it was purely this: Having heard an evil and 
e falſe Report, that your Ladyſhip entertain- 
* ed Card- playing, at your Houſe on Sundays, 
* I took this Opportunity, to be enabled to 
0 contradict it; and it is with great Pleaſure 
&* I can now give this malicious Slander the 
„ Lye, by being perſonally an Eye-Witneſs to 
* the contrary !” At this the Paſtor took his 
Leave, and left the Lady more diſpleaſed than 
edified by this Admonition; which to avoid 
any further Perſecution from, ſhe- prudently 
reſolved on quitting a Pariſh, belonging to ſo 
uncourtly, and unfaſhionable a Rector; and 
accordingly this fair Martyr has taken her- 
ſelf away, with a whole Cargoe of Charms and 
Airs, into a Pariſh not far diſtant, where ſhe 
will ſhine away, in ſpite of any muſty rigid 
Preciſian. | 


I had ſome Thoughts of ending this Riffraf. 
fry here, but I am ſo provoked at ſeeing the 
ith Nonjuror 


[29] 
' Nonjuror advertiſed again, to be play'd To- 
Night, that I cannot help eking out this 
Stuff, with ſome Reflections on the Dege- 
neracy of Taſte (which is ſuppoſed, I am 
afraid with too much Reaſon) in the Town, 
or the Superintendants of the Theatres would 
not dare attempt the Revival of this exploded 
nonſenſical Piece; at a Seaſon too, when no- 
thing but what is real Satire ſhould be le- 
velled at the Madneſs and Folly of the pre- 
ſent Rebellion. Inſtead of which, it is even 
ſcandalous to introduce ſuch a mangled, falſe 
Imitation of that excellent Comedy of Tar- 
- tuffe, which is Molieres Maſter-piece, It's 
leading Character is a ſtarch, hypocritical 
' Puritan, who, under a Zealot's Maſk, and 
reat affected Rigoriſm of Manners, conceals 
ide moſt profligate Moraliſt, and in ſhort an 
accompliſh'd Scelerate : But it is only the Hy- 
pocrite is expoſed, with an Unity of Charac- 
ter, and without one Daſh of Party- Spirit, 
thronghout the whole Play. Now, what 
does that great Politician, the virtuous Mr. 
Cy — do? But without the leaſt 
Warrant for it from the Original, yet leſs 
from the Nature and Character of the Non - 
jurors, (who are avowedly and confeſſedly 
more Fools than Knaves,) dreſs up a Non- 
Entity, a foul Thing whelpt by his own Fancy, 
and againſt all the Rules of Truth, and 
| Common 
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Common Senſe, ſet up a Repreſentative of 4 
Set of poor, miſtaken, miſled Wrong-heads, 
who deſerve more to be pitied than outraged, 
to be expoſed, under the falſeſt Colours. For 
I believe no one before, ever imagined that 
the Nonjurors are, in one Lineament or 
Feature, like Dr. Wol/, except in their Diſloy- 
alty and Non-allegiance, which can be emi- 


nently nothing elſe but a diſintereſted, tho 


a fooliſh, and an unjuſtifiable Principle. 
With what Propriety then can a Play, built 
on a Foundation ſo notoriouſly falſe, be ex- 
cted to do Service to a Cauſe, which from 
its Goodneſs and Strength wants no ſuch ſcan- 
dalous, and ridiculous Falſchoods to ſupport 
it, and by which it muſt rather be diſho- 
noured, than advanced. No, let the Papiſts, 
the Facobites, and the Betrayers of their Coun- 
try, take ſuch mean Advantages : Falſities 
only can ſerve thoſe who have not one Grain 
of Truth in their Favour, What then ſhall 
be ſaid of the noble Mecenas's, whoſe falſe and 


frivolous Taſte can countenance this wretch- 


ed Piece, as devoid of Wit, as it is of true 


Nature, from whence alone Characters are 
derivable : But I am ſorry to ſay it, our high 


and low Life are now the two Extremes that 


touch, and any thing is good enough, to paſs 
on our » fine Judges in the Boxes, and thoſe in 
the T 1 Galleries: There is no 

writing 


[31] 
writing down low enough to their Taſte, or, 
indeed, acting; and I dare ſay, Mrs. Woffing- 
fon at one Houſe, and Mrs. Pritchard at the 
other, would be more applauded than they 
now are, if they were really to tie up their 
Garters, and do every thing before the Audi- 
ence, which they now only fo luſciouſly de- 
ſeribe in this modeſt and elegant Performance. 


But whilſt my Indignation breaks out 
againſt this worthleſs Abuſe of the Town, 
in the Revival of that egregious Piece of 
Party-Nonſenſe, let me do Juſtice to the 
Maſſacre of Paris, which is now playing, 
with ſuch juſt Regard to the Seaſon : A 
Piece that abounds in Spirit, hiſtorical 
Truth, and notable Examples ; a Piece that 
meritoriouſly expoſes the Bloody Turn of 
Temper, wove into a Religion which 
breathes nothing but Treaſon to Human So- 
ciety, Maſſacres by wholeſale, Tortures, or 
even worſe than Tortures to an ingenuous 
Mind, ſpiritual Bondage. Here is ſome- 
thing real, ſomething ſerious to alarm and 
inſtru a Britiſb Audience, at a Time, when 
an outlaw'd Proſcript dares but imagine to de- 
throne a King, ſupported by an unanimous 
Britiſh Parliament: Which is ſuch an Affront 
to a Nation, like ours, that can be exceeded 
by nothing, but the Folly and Preſumption 
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it. However, as we have lived to ſee ſuch a 
wild Attempt dare to face our Government, 
let me earneſtly perſwade my Countrymen 
ſtedfaſtly to perſevere in their preſent ſeem- 
ingly determined Reſolutions, of defending 
their Liberties and Properties againſt any In- 
fringement from an Arbitrary Power, and of 
ſecuring to theſe Kingdoms a Succeſſion of 
Proteſtant Princes: And, take my Word for 
it, if we ſucceed, as I make no doubt but 
we ſhall, our Power, Strength, and Trade 
will be greatly enlarged, and we and our 
Poſterity will reap the happy Effects of fo 
noble and laudable a Perſeverance, 


Reader, I find I am growing ſerious, and 
catch Heat from the Subject; ſo quite fami- 
liarly, take it as you liſt, Adieu. | 
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